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Applicants agree in part with the Examiner's statement for allowance in that 



the prior art of record fails to disclose, teach or suggest the claimed invention. 
Applicants take issue with the characterization of the prior art in the statement of 
reasons for allowance with respect to claims 21, 27 and 28 to the extent it attempts to 
show the presence in the prior art of any aspect of the claimed subject matter. 



Applicants further note that the statement fails to address all of the 



distinctions of the claimed invention over the prior art cited. Although applicants agree 
that the limitations cited with respect to claims 21, 27 and 28 are not disclosed in or 
taught by the cited prior art, applicants believe that many other limitations 
(individually and in combination) are novel and unobvious in and of themselves, 
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thereby providing additional reasons for allowance of each claim (including dependent 
claims). 

Applicants respectfully submit that the scope of the claimed invention should 
not be limited by the Examiner's statement, but limited only by the actual language of 
the allowed claims. 
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